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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Anthony A. Biscula on 04/08/04. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Claim 1 (twice amended) A process for the preparation of (metal) salts of 
alkylphosphonous acids, which comprises reacting elemental yellow phosphorous with 
at least one halogen-free alkylating agent selected from the group consisting of dialkvl 
sulfates, trialkyl phosphates, dialkvl carbonates and formic acid ortho-esters, in the 
presence of at least one base. 

Claim 3 has been canceled. 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The above 
examiner's amendment incorporated dependent claim 3 (now canceled) into 
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independent claim 1. The examiner's amendment was needed to overcome the applied 
prior-art reference, see office action mailed 1 1/10/03, that discloses the use of alkenes 
and acetylenes as alkylating agent, but not applicant's claimed dialkyl sulfates, trialkyl 
phr^snhates. dia lk yi carbonates ap H fr^rmic acid ortho-psters alkylating agents. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Examiner Information 

3. Any inguiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Examiner Joseph D. Anthony whose telephone number 
is (571 ) 272-1 117. This examiner can normally be reached on Monday through 
Thursday from 8:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. in the eastern time zone. If attempts to reach the 
examiner are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Vasu Jagannathan, can be 
reached on (571 ) 272-1 1 1 9. The centralized FAX machine number is (703) 872-9306. 
All other papers received by FAX will be treated as Official communications and cannot 
be immediately handled by the Examiner. 
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